West Virginia’s best days are ahead if...
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Former Governor Gaston Caperton recently made several valid points about the state’s economic future in his remarks at the Business and Industrial Development Corporation’s annual meeting. 

Governor Caperton stated his belief that West Virginia’s best days are ahead. We applaud that belief and whole-heartedly support it. 

The Governor encouraged the audience to celebrate the many good things about the state and to build on those successes. We whole-heartedly agree.

Unfortunately, some others do not and, instead, seem to ignore or actually demean those successes.

West Virginia has much of which to be proud. However, we shouldn’t be content, for instance, being significantly below the national average in per capita income, having the nation’s lowest percentage of the population with at least a Bachelor’s degree or having lost about 14 percent of the state’s 26 to 35 age group over the period from 1990 to 1997.  

West Virginia can enjoy a bright future if it recognizes the need to implement dramatic changes in those fundamental economic development policy areas – particularly related to business cost components like taxation – that would help place it in a better competitive position. 

Recognizing the need for such change need not breed pessimism, nor should it overshadow all that we cherish about West Virginia. Rather, we should embrace change as an exhilarating process that turns dreams into realities.

We must strive to acclaim and keep all that is good about West Virginia while constantly working to make it a better place tomorrow than it is today. That effort begins with a firm and realistic grasp of the present, as well as a comprehensive and structured vision for the future.

Such is the process the Roundtable incorporates to bring about positive change in West Virginia: understanding current conditions, conducting appropriate research, using creative thinking, identifying long-term goals and developing attainable solutions. In so doing, the Roundtable’s work has led to improvements in several policy areas, including the state’s workers’ compensation and welfare programs, and its higher education system. 

As we embark on our current efforts to advance the implementation of West Virginia: A Vision Shared!, we will build on these past successes to help create a brighter future for our state. 

The West Virginia Roundtable shares Governor Caperton’s belief that the state’s best days are ahead and that it can become more economically competitive, recognizing that such advancement will result from serious thought and diligent effort. We are dedicated to undertake that task in helping to build a brighter future upon the foundation of our past successes.

(The West Virginia Roundtable is an independent, non-profit and non-partisan organization comprised of the state’s leading Chief Executive Officers.)

