
A number of significant events have occurred recently in Charleston that are interrelated and symptomatic of broader state and national public policy issues.


First, CAMC’s loss of its Level 1 trauma center status is a stark and troubling consequence of that institution’s inability to attract and retain the subspecialist physicians it needs to perform emergency care. Although the circumstances that led to CAMC’s situation are many and complex, there is abundant evidence that the lack of accessible and affordable medical malpractice insurance is certainly an overriding factor.


Next, the work stoppage by represented workers of Columbia Gas centered mostly on Columbia’s request that its represented and non-represented employees pay a larger portion of their medical insurance premiums. Columbia’s request has become a common practice by both large and small businesses. It reflects the realization that the ever-increasing costs of health care, caused in part by the liability-driven practice of “defensive medicine”, cannot continue to be borne solely by employers without detrimentally impacting their financial condition. 

And lastly, Charleston finds itself the focus of unflattering national attention as a trial begins here wherein thousands of plaintiffs are suing several corporate defendants under West Virginia’s mass litigation panel structure for asbestos-related injuries, even though the majority of these plaintiffs may not be medically impaired.


The common thread that weaves through these events is the clear and unmistakable realization that our state and nation’s liability tort systems are in desperate need of reform.

`
Americans spend proportionately far more per person on the costs of litigation than any other country in the world.  We experience these costs, either directly or indirectly, through price increases of health care, insurance, products and services or their elimination, as in the case of Level 1 trauma care in Charleston.   


Tort reform, by itself, will not solve these problems. However, it’s time that state and national policy-makers mitigate the problems by helping in the effort to restore sensibility and predictability to our system of justice.  Supporting comprehensive medical malpractice liability reforms would be a good first step in West Virginia and Washington D.C.  

Dana Waldo, President & CEO

West Virginia Roundtable

357-0853


