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Creating opportunity and wealth for all West Virginians
January 2002

Statewide associations unite on January 9 to support

state’s economic development plan

January 9 was a significant day in West Virginia. Before legislators opened the 2002 Legislative Session and before Governor Wise’s State of the State Address, 16 statewide business and economic development associations came together to show unified support for A Vision Shared, the state’s economic development plan.

It was a significant day because it exemplified what must happen across West Virginia if our state is to become more economically competitive. Collaboration. Unity. Teamwork.

 A Vision Shared is a plan developed by the West Virginia Council for Community and Economic Development to improve our state’s economic future. It focuses on education, workforce training, economic diversification, capital formation, entrepreneurship, research and development, government reforms, infrastructure development, healthy citizens, regional cooperation and image improvement. Yet, it does much more.

Implementation of A Vision Shared can improve our economic opportunities in West Virginia. While West Virginia has, indeed, seen some improvement over the past decade, younger generations still do not have the abundant choices other states offer.

We must work toward building a vibrant state economy so future generations have the opportunity to work and live in West Virginia. We must work toward improving our intellectual infrastructure knowing that high levels of student achievement and educational attainment lead to economic success. And we must work toward a West Virginia where top-notch individuals and businesses can thrive.

But this will take teamwork. It will take the efforts of policy-makers, economic development stakeholders and citizens. Our efforts will dictate the level of success we achieve, and we are confident we can work toward a better West Virginia together.

The time to act is now.
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